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The nomination was confirmed. 
(Mr. PETERS assumed the Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KING). The Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENIOR LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL NGUYEN CHI VINH 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 
pay tribute to one of Vietnam’s highest 
ranking military officers, Senior Lieu-
tenant General Nguyen Chi Vinh. 

General Vinh, who has served as 
Vietnam’s Deputy Minister of National 
Defense since 2009, has played an indis-
pensable role in the reconciliation be-
tween Vietnam and the United States. 
After more than four decades of mili-
tary service, he is finally nearing re-
tirement from the Ministry of National 
Defense. 

General Vinh was born in 1957. He 
studied at the Institute of Military 
Technology before embarking on his 
long and distinguished career in the Vi-
etnamese People’s Army. His father, 
General Nguyen Chi Thanh, came from 
a humble family and rose to become a 
decorated military officer and politi-
cian. Today, one of Hanoi’s main thor-
oughfares bears his name. 

As someone who lived through the 
Vietnam war era, I remember it a ca-
tastrophe for both countries. The more 
than 58,000 American soldiers and other 
servicemembers who died, whose names 
are etched in the granite Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, are only part of the 
story. We remember their families and 
the many tens of thousands who re-
turned home with severe disabilities. 

In Vietnam, virtually no family was 
unscathed. Hundreds of thousands are 
still missing among the estimated 3 
million Vietnamese who died. The ma-
jority were civilians, whose families 
suffered grievous losses and severe 
hardships as the fighting raged around 
them. Many of their stories remain un-
told. 

In the decades since, memories of 
that time have faded and the world’s 
attention has turned elsewhere. Yet 
during the past quarter century since 
the normalization of relations with 
Vietnam, there has been a sustained ef-
fort by both countries to address some 
of the worst legacies of the war. By 
doing so, we have built a new partner-
ship and set an example for other 
former enemies. 

It began in the late 1980s with the 
first use of the Leahy War Victims 
Fund by the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, USAID, to as-
sist people with severe war-related dis-
abilities. That was authorized by Presi-
dent George H. W. Bush, after he and I 
discussed the need to assist Viet-
namese who had been injured during 
the war. It led to funding by the State 
Department to locate and destroy 
unexploded landmines and bombs, 
which litter the Vietnamese country-
side and have maimed and killed tens 
of thousands of innocent people, in-
cluding children, since the war ended. 

Nearly 15 years ago, those war legacy 
programs expanded to address the cruel 
legacy of Agent Orange, and it is in 
this that General Vinh and I became 
acquainted. 

Since then, General Vinh has been 
my principal Vietnamese counterpart 
in working to address the legacy of 
dioxin contamination at former U.S. 
military bases and the needs of Viet-
namese with severe physical and cog-
nitive disabilities resulting from expo-
sure to dioxin. I consider him a friend 
and am grateful for the hospitality he 
has shown me, my wife Marcelle, and 
other Senators when we have visited 
Vietnam. 

From 1961 to 1971, the U.S. Air Force 
sprayed nearly 19 million gallons of 
herbicides in Vietnam, of which at 
least 11 million gallons were Agent Or-
ange, in an effort to defoliate trees and 
shrubs and kill agricultural crops that 
were providing cover and food to North 
Vietnamese soldiers. Decades later, we 
learned that the Agent Orange was 
contaminated with dioxin, which can 
cause problems with reproduction, de-
velopment, and the immune system. 
Dioxin can disrupt hormones and lead 
to cancer. It is also a persistent pollut-
ant that can remain in the environ-
ment for many years. 

Millions of Vietnamese were exposed, 
and hundreds of thousands suffered se-
vere physical and cognitive disabil-
ities. My wife Marcelle and I have met 
three generations of Agent Orange vic-
tims, from young children to their par-
ents and grandparents. Hundreds of 
thousands of Americans who served in 
Vietnam were also exposed, and thou-

sands have been battling cancers for 
years. 

Fortunately, thanks to studies fund-
ed by the Ford Foundation, it was pos-
sible to identify key ‘‘hotspots’’ with 
significant contamination, and work-
ing closely with General Vinh and 
USAID, we cleaned up the contami-
nated soil and sediment at the former 
U.S. airbase in Da Nang. Seven years 
and $110 million dollars later, it is once 
again a busy commercial airport. In 
fact, Air Force One landed there in 
2017, when President Trump visited 
Vietnam. That project would not have 
been possible without the leadership 
and perseverance of General Nguyen 
Chi Vinh, and I will never forget vis-
iting the site with him when we for-
mally launched the project in 2014. 

Since then, we have moved on to 
Bien Hoa, on the outskirts of Ho Chi 
Minh City, the site of the largest U.S. 
airbase during the war where Agent Or-
ange was stored and loaded onto air-
planes. Today it is a shadow of what it 
once was, and it is contaminated with 
dioxin that has been leaching into the 
nearby Dong Nai River for half a cen-
tury. 

In 2019, General Vinh and I, along 
with Deputy Prime Minister Truong 
Hoa Binh and U.S. Ambassador Daniel 
Kritenbrink, and in the presence of 
eight other U.S. Senators, inaugurated 
a joint U.S.-Vietnam project to clean 
up Bien Hoa, including a U.S. commit-
ment to contribute $300 million over 10 
years, half from the U.S. Department 
of Defense and half from USAID. I had 
several conversations with Secretary of 
Defense James Mattis about Bien Hoa, 
and the Pentagon’s contribution is the 
result of his recognition that we have a 
responsibility and a national interest 
in helping Vietnam address war legacy 
issues. 

At the same time, USAID launched a 
5-year, $65 million effort to expand our 
health and disability programs, which 
are being implemented in eight prov-
inces that were sprayed with Agent Or-
ange. 

Over more than four decades, the 
Government of Vietnam has provided 
essential access and support in locating 
the remains of hundreds of American 
MIAs. This year, we are embarking on 
a 5-year, $15 million program, jointly 
funded by the U.S. Department of De-
fense and USAID, to help the Viet-
namese locate and identify some of 
their own people missing or killed dur-
ing the war. 

Much has been written, and I suspect 
more will be, about the collaboration 
between our two countries in address-
ing the legacies of the Vietnam war. 
Issues that for years were a cause of 
anger and resentment are today exam-
ples of how two former enemies can 
work together for the betterment of 
the people of both countries. These 
projects opened the door for the United 
States and Vietnam to cooperate on a 
wide array of other issues, from cli-
mate change and wildlife trafficking, 
to public health and regional security. 
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Tens of thousands of Vietnamese stu-
dents are studying in the United 
States, and we are supporting institu-
tions of higher education in Vietnam. 

This has been possible because of the 
efforts of many people over many 
years. Senators John McCain and John 
Kerry played an instrumental role in 
the normalization of relations. By 
doing so, they set the stage for both 
countries to build trust based on mu-
tual respect by addressing sensitive 
war legacy issues, which Ambassadors 
of both countries have also strongly 
encouraged. 

It is in this that Senior Lieutenant 
General Nguyen Chi Vinh has built his 
own legacy. The partnership that has 
developed from our cooperation on war 
legacies and which today extends to 
programs jointly funded and imple-
mented by Vietnam’s Ministry of De-
fense and the U.S. Department of De-
fense would not have been possible 
without General Vinh’s vision, his 
leadership, and his good will. For that 
we owe him our lasting appreciation 
and respect. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, on Mon-
day, March 15, due to a snowstorm in 
Denver, I was unable to travel to Wash-
ington in time for the vote to confirm 
Deb Haaland to serve as Secretary of 
Interior. Had I been present, I would 
have voted to confirm her to serve in 
this important position. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOSEPH MARTIN 
ROSE, SR. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of 
Mr. Joseph Martin Rose, Sr., Moka’ang 
Giizis or ‘‘Rising Sun’’ in the Ojibwe 
language, a beloved elder and member 
of the Eagle Clan of the Bad River 
Band of Lake Superior Ojibwe. As a 
member of the Three Fires Midewiwin 
Grand Medicine Lodge, Joe was a 
teacher, culture keeper, pipe carrier, 
and treasure to his community. His life 
was one of far too many claimed by the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

Joe was born on April 24, 1935, to Carl 
Rose, Sr., and Mary ‘‘Dolly’’ (Jackson) 
Rose in Oklahoma. When his father 
volunteered to repair naval ships in 
Alaska during World War II, his moth-
er brought the family back home to 
Odanah to live with her parents on the 
Bad River Native American Reserva-
tion. Joe often told stories about grow-
ing up in Odanah, calling it a ‘‘time of 
kerosene lamps, outhouses, and wood 
heat.’’ He credited his grandfather, Dan 
Jackson, with instilling in him a 
strong connection to the natural world 
by teaching him about traditional 
plants, ceremonies, and medicines. He 
spent his youth netting fish in the 
spring, wild ricing in late summer, 
duck hunting in the fall, then ice skat-
ing and enjoying bonfires in the winter. 

He attended DePadua High School in 
Ashland, where he played nose tackle 

on the football team, wrestled, and 
sang in the school choir. His 
athleticism earned him a scholarship 
to Northland College, where he ma-
jored in biology and secondary edu-
cation, earning a certification to teach 
high school science and math. After 
graduation, he spent the next 10 years 
teaching in South Dakota and Wyo-
ming, while coaching youth sports. 
With the help of his parents, he raised 
two children, taught full time, and 
earned a master’s degree in guidance 
counseling before returning to Bad 
River in 1970. 

Back in Wisconsin, he became the 
homeschool coordinator and guidance 
counselor at Ashland High School. As 
an advocate for Bad River children, he 
taught them Native American arts and 
crafts and offered courses about cul-
ture. In 1974, he was asked to develop 
the newly formed Native American 
Studies Program at Northland College, 
one of the first such programs in Amer-
ica. As its director, he created a cul-
ture-based curriculum that emphasized 
environmental stewardship and the 
connection Ojibwe people have with 
Lake Superior. 

Joe’s experiential learning courses 
were memorable for the visits to his 
home on Waverly Beach, birch bark ca-
noes, ceremonial lodges, and a round 
house built by his students. He helped 
create the Traditional Ways Gathering, 
an annual event celebrating Ojibwe 
crafts such as beading, basket making, 
and flintknapping. He formed a rela-
tionship with the recently dedicated 
David R. Obey Northern Great Lakes 
Visitor Center in Ashland and curated 
its exhibits on Lake Superior tribal 
history and culture. 

As a staunch defender of Native 
American treaty rights, Joe and his 
son, Joe Dan, were among Lake Supe-
rior Ojibwe who exercised their rights 
to spearfish lakes in the ceded terri-
tory. They did so in the face of some-
times violent demonstrations in oppo-
sition to those rights. He later served 
on the Voigt Intertribal Task Force, 
which facilitates the cooperative man-
agement of shared natural resources in 
ceded territory. 

Joe retired as an associate professor 
in 2007, although he continued to teach 
and serve in leadership roles until the 
end of his life. Even after retirement, 
Joe continued his activism against en-
vironmental threats facing Lake Supe-
rior, including nuclear waste, oil explo-
ration, garbageincineration, factory 
farming, and taconite mining in the 
Penokee Hills. His most recent fight 
was against the Enbridge Line 5 oil 
pipeline that crosses the Bad River res-
ervation, one of his primary issues of 
concern as a member of the Ashland 
County Board. One way or another, Joe 
was a part of virtually every signifi-
cant environmental and treaty-rights 
struggle in the region over the past 
half century. 

While soft-spoken, Joe had a voice 
that proved powerful and deeply reso-
nant. He believed that he had the re-

sponsibility to ‘‘go out and share this 
knowledge and wisdom of how to live 
in harmony and balance with the nat-
ural world.’’ With this ethos and an in-
domitable faith in grassroots orga-
nizing, he never turned down an oppor-
tunity fight the good fight and share 
his knowledge with others. The count-
less people who were fortunate enough 
to know and learn from Joe Rose, Sr., 
will keep his memory alive and con-
tinue his good work for generations to 
come. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE KINDRED HIGH 
SCHOOL VIKINGS 

∑ Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, my 
State enjoys many legendary sports ri-
valries. But make no mistake about it, 
the Class B Boys High School Basket-
ball Tournament played every March 
is, without question, North Dakota’s 
premier sporting event. This year, 108 
teams began the basketball season in 
16 districts and 8 regions. The regional 
champions met the third weekend of 
March to compete for the State title. 
Every year, these games draw the at-
tention of the entire State, along with 
fans from across the Nation, all of 
whom claim a connection with at least 
one of the competing teams. 

This week, I stand a little taller as a 
proud 1979 graduate of Kindred High 
School. The Kindred Vikings won their 
first-ever boys basketball State cham-
pionship title in Minot Saturday night, 
defeating the Edgeley-Kulm-Montpe-
lier Rebels 40–34. Their 21–4 season was 
capped with impressive tournament 
matchups, where the Vikings show-
cased their agility and skill against 
some of the best basketball players in 
the State. In their semi-final victory 
against Four Winds-Minnewaukan, 
Kindred’s Matthew Pearson sunk six 
three-pointers to score 18 points, as 
Paul Olson scored 15 points and Jaiden 
Peraza 10. In the championship game, 
Paul Olson scored 23 points, making 8 
of 15 shots and 8 rebounds. Paul, 
Jaiden, and Gavin Keller were the Vi-
kings named to the all-tournament 
team. 

I want to recognize this year’s team 
members: Brock Woehl, Cole Campbell, 
Ethan McKenney, Jeremiah Dockter, 
Matthew Pearson, Jorgen Swensen, 
Elijah Heinrich, Paul Olson, Maxwell 
McQuillan, Trey Heinrich, Jaiden 
Peraza, Chase Miller, Gavin Keller, 
Presley Peraza, and Riley Sunram, 
along with manager Jack Davis and 
statisticians Rylie Ranking, Leah Rol-
land, and Zoe Sharp. 

As a Kindred High School student 
athlete who lettered 4 years in football, 
basketball, and track, I realize my high 
school skills would not qualify me to 
be the ball boy for this year’s squad. I 
congratulate the team, as well as 
Coach Brad Woehl, his assistants Scott 
Milbrandt, Matt Hagen, and Jimmy 
Hoy, and the hometown fans on win-
ning this championship. I join the rest 
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